


What A Time  :  My Poems What An Impressionable Boy Of The 70’s Wrote All the writings in this short book are originals, written by Kevin D Norris from the age of 11 to 16 way back in the 70’s. 

This little ebook is dedicated to my Mom who has managed to preserve them all these years! 

© 2019 Kevin D Norris, all rights reserved. 

Poems are © 1974 - 1982 Kevin D Norris

From  the  mid  seventies  to  the  mid  eighties  the  world  was,  at  best,  a  little  chaotic, especially historically. 

We had the end of the Vietnam War, the fall of Saigon and the infamous three mile island accident.    The  cold  war  was  still  in  full  bloom,  we  lost  Elvis  Presley  and  Apple  was founded. 

We  also  saw  Mt.  St.  Helens  in  Washington  State  erup  on  live  tv,  Russia  invaded Afghanistan and John Lennon was murdered. 

The world was always on the edge of nuclear war between the US and Russia but some good stuff happened as well!  MTV went live in 81, Atari becomes the most popular home video game system.  Star Wars debuts in 1977, Jaws in 1975 and the Space Shuttle became a reality. 

The  US  had  Gerald  R  Ford,  Jimmy  Carter  and  the  iron  man  Ronald  W  Regan  as President’s during this period. 

For me, I was an impressionable young boy of 11 all the way to a young man of 21 during this time. 

For  some  unknown  reason  I  liked  writing.    Probably  because  I  had  a  pretty  active imagination.  I couldn’t find it in me to write a full blown story, though I tried.  I guess I always got distracted by something and never went back to finish them. 

I went to writing poems, well, because they were short and easily finished. 

I was heavily influenced by the times.  I admit, I was a scared kid during this period in our history.  The tv was always full of bad news and after I saw the made for tv film ‘The Day After’ I became petrified of nuclear war. 

So, here we are.  I am now in my mid fifties and just came across my old writings.  Never before seen or published (Except one called ‘Just A Rumor that made it into the local paper).  I share them with everyone. 



The following are my original poems accompanied by an image of the original writing, be it hand written or using my folks typewriter. 

A  Mad  Halloween

What shall I do on Halloween day. 

Shall I sing, dance or shall I play? 

Strange things happen on Halloween night, It’s those darn kids that give you a fright! 

People get angry, people get sad. 

When the soap your windows, 

they really get mad. 

When the night is over

and you are dead asleep, 

you wake up later and then start to eat. 

When the candies gone and your stomach is sore, you will insist, to go and get more

Kevin Norris,  13 years old, 1977



What To Do

What shall I do?  Shall I play in a tall, tall tree or shall I collect my fee? 

I can have a bath or shall I take out the trash? 

I shall do everything, I shall do something! 

I’ll play with trucks or shall I play with blocks? 

What will I do? 

Shall I play on the grass or shall I go to class? 

I think I’d better go to class!! 

K Norris, Age 10, 1974



When Winter Comes

Winter is near, it’s almost here. 

Were to have lots of fun, when winter’s to come. 

Winter is here, 

it comes every year. 

When it gets a bit light, 

Were going to have a snowball fight! 

When winter is over, 

and you find a clover. 

You get up with a splinter, 

and then wish for winter! 

K Norris, 13 years old, 1977



SPACE

Space is a place to see, space is a place to see, because living in space is the life for me! 

Living in orbit is such a treat, living in orbit is such a feat, because living in orbit just can’t be beat! 

Flying a space ship can be fun, flying a space ship can be done, because flying a space ship is no pun! 

Gliding past Mars adds a touch of spice, gliding past Mars is really nice, 

because gliding past Mars is like rolling the dice! 

Because I’m telling you space is the place to be, space is a place to see, 

because living in space is the life for me! 

Kevin Norris

(age unknown)



Untitled Poem

Twas a dark chilly night and the moon was out of site. 

It seemed to get colder as I was getting older. 

The sun was coming up and I got a bit of a lurch. 

As I was sitting down

I felt something round

I looked under the table and saw it was mable. 

It was getting dark now and I felt like an old red sow. 

I like the night, it’s such a beautiful site! 

K Norris, age unknown



My  Mother

Sometimes my Mother makes me feel bad. 

Sometimes she makes me feel happy, when I’m sad. 

She goes to work for extra money to spend on herself, my  Dad, my two sisters and me. 

When she scolds me I think I don’t deserve it, but I do and then I think I hate her, but I don’t. 

When she tells me what I’m to do, I don’t like it but I do it! 

I really Love my Mother, even if she does things I don’t like. 

You should love your Mother too because I really do! 

For Mothers Day, unknown year



Just  A  Rumour

Could it be that Poland starts a war

Between the United States and USSR? 

If so, would other countries join in

and throw the whole world in the bin! 

With nuclear weapons, which isn’t fair

It would throw everyone into a deadly scare. 

I want to live to at least seventy

And I want everyone else to stay alive. 

And if the bomb blows and we all go

I would just like everyone here to know. 

I like Canada and everyone in her, 

So stop this nonsense for kids in the future! 

Kevin Norris, date unknown

(published in the Toronto Young Sun)



Christmas 1978

To  Mom  And  Dad

Merry Christmas to one and all. 

Now it’s winter and no more fall. 

Enjoy yourself on your holiday’s

And Merry Christmas, Santa Says! 

I say happy Christmas and a merry New Year And have many more, if you don’t I shall fear. 

Kevin, age 14



My  Hobby

The sun is out and so are the stars. 

There’s Jupiter, Saturn and even Mars! 

With my telescope I will see, 

Stars and planets, that is me! 

I will study star charts and other things, And I would fly there if I had wings! 

That is my hobby, so you see. 

Studying space... that is me! 

Age 14



The Sighting

I saw it one day, way out in the woods, I thought it was a joke, played by some hoods! 

As I got close, it started to shake. 

But I moved in closer because I thought it was fake! 

Moving still closer it started to rise, I could not believe it so I rubbed my eyes! 

It flew off so fast, it sounded like thunder. 

And this great experience made me wonder. 

Was it a sighting or was it not, 

Whatever it was is now forgot! 

Kevin Norris, age 14, 1978



A Little White Mouse

When I was wondering in the hills so high I turned around and looked at the sky. 

Clouds were starting to cover the sun

Then I knew that the rain would come. 

I started on down to go to my house

When I spotted a little white mouse. 

I picked him up and took him home

And put him in a cage where he could roam. 

I knew that sometime he would have to go free So I put him on a hill, next to the sea. 

I come home with an empty cage, you know And I started to wonder, where he would go. 

I looked out my window and saw my white mouse So I brought him in, this lovely warm house. 

I put him back, in the cage to roam

And for the rest of his life, he stayed at my home! 

Age 13, 1977



I hope you enjoyed my poems from my early years.  Sure, I know some (or most) of them sounded really corny but remember, they were written by a kid during the seventies! 

Today's problems for kids are completely different and complicated.  I can not imagine what writings will come from them! 

I guess we should never dismiss what kids write down, it is like a window into who they are at the time. 

Now in my mid fifties I live in an RV, travelling North America and seeing what I have always dreamed.  I love sharing what I create, be it poems, stories or even video’s.  I have a few stories that I started but never finished and will soon publish  them in another ebook titled Unfinished Work. 

I did actually finish one short story in early  82 called ‘Silent Struggle’ which I am in the process of turning into an ebook for all to read. 

I hope you have enjoyed this small glimpse into my past as I enjoyed creating it. 

About  Me

As a child of the seventies I never saw the parties, drugs or rock and roll.  It just never interested me, at least until the mid eighties when I discovered girls! 

I was called a nerd more than I was called cool.  I loved all things Sci-Fi (and still do).  I guess I was just a dreamer.  Oh well, I had fun! 

My Sites and Interests

My Main Web Site

Taking Chances : An RV Revolution

My Movie Site

The Movie Reviewer

My Sci-Fi Site

Classic SciFi From The 60s, 70s & 80s

My YouTube Page

Taking Chances Channel

My Travel Blog

Kevsworld







What I Am Working On Next

Available Soon in Ebook and Paperback

Click on the eBooks button

to see what others we have

available to download. 

Thanks Again For Reading

You can go to our ebooks page to leave

a comment on what you have read if you like. 
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